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29th
Annual
Awards
Banquet

Highlights
from MLK
Day of
Service

The NCNW pulled out all the stops for this year’s Leadership Awards Breakfast, Mon., Jan. 20.
Sevell Brown
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — A capacity crowd filled the
Grand Ballroom of the St.
Petersburg Marriott Clearwater for the 29th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Drum Major for Justice
Awards Banquet. The event,
hosted by the MLK Holiday
& Legacy Association and
the National Christian
League of Councils, honored Freddie Lee Crawford,
this year’s recipient of the
Lifetime
Achievement
Legacy Award.
Crawford was one of 12
African American police officers that filed a landmark
lawsuit against the department and the city of St. Petersburg in 1965. In the
See AWARDS , page 2



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
An energetic crowd gathered at the historic Coliseum, located at 535 4th
Ave. N., in the early
morning hours of Mon.,

Jan 20. And for the 28th
consecutive year, the
Awards
Leadership
Breakfast was one to remember and will surely
inspire hope and a can do
attitude among attendees
in 2014.
WTSP 10 News Week-

end Anchor Tammie
Fields was mistress of
ceremonies for the prestigious event, lighting up
the podium with her eloquent presence and profound insight.
“Any day we can get
together and celebrate

the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Junior is an
absolute blessing,” she
said before a packed
house enjoying a delicious breakfast complete
with all the fixings.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Manhattan Casino
played host to the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference of Pinellas
County (SCLC) and their
first ever Day of Service
Breakfast. With a promise to restore, rebuild and
reclaim the African-American heritage, the SCLC
celebrated the unsung
heroes throughout the

city of St. Petersburg with
food, inspirational messages and day of service
awards.
SCLC Executive Director Jeffrey Copeland
couldn’t sleep weeks
leading up to the breakfast. A landmark event,
putting a new face on the
organization after years
of
lying
dormant,
Copeland introduced the
new members of the
See SCLC, page 16

See SERVICE, page 6

See BREAKFAST, page 8

SCLC holds first Day of Service breakfast
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

ST. PETERSBURG —
The beautiful weather was
the perfect backdrop for
the 2014 MLK Day of Service that took place Mon.,
Jan 20. St. Pete residents
from all walks of life came
together to answer Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
question: “What are you
doing for others?”
With almost 70 MLK
Day of Service projects
being implemented around
town, Dr. King would have
smiled knowing the answer
to his question was being
played out with the thousands of volunteers helping
to make the city a nicer
place to live in.b

L-R, Ed Montanari, Jeff Copeland,
State Senator Jeff Brandes and Toriano Parker.

One such group of
volunteers was those
helping to finish the
outdoor classroom at
Bay Point Middle School
that was started on last
year’s Day of Service.
This year Jennifer
Giuffré and the gang
were building a human
sundial to help keep
time when class is
being held outdoors.
Volunteers could be
seen planting Florida
native plants, cleaning
and spray-painting.


                                                                       

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Drum Major for Justice Awards Banquet
From AWARDS, page 1

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Pathways to financial freedom:
Why do I need a bank account?

Today’s column is the first is a series of
articles providing up-to-date tips and
reports which will help a family prepare a
reasonable, affordable financial plan for
their family. Each family’s needs are different therefore each plan is different.
Watch this column for future tips.
Opening a bank account is the first
step to building a better financial future
for you and your family. A credit union is
another great place to have an account.
Both are considered financial institutions.
A bank is a for profit business regulated
by federal and state government agencies. It provides a variety of lending,
checking and savings services. Deposits
are insured by the federal government up
to $250,000. A credit union is a nonprofit financial institution, owned and controlled by the people who use its services.
These people are members. Credit
unions serve groups that share something in common, such as where they
work, live, or go to church. Credit
unions, like other financial institutions,
are closely regulated. The National
Credit Union Share Insurance Fund insures deposits of credit union members
up to $250,000.
We have heard of cash being stuffed
in a mattress, buried in a coffee can or
hidden between the walls. Not too safe
ways to save are they?
Safety is the number one reason to
have a bank account. Without a bank account, you and your family face a greater
risk of losing your hard earned money.
Why risk the threat of losing your money
by robbery, theft, fire, flood or other natural disaster, like Hurricane Katrina. And
remember, your savings are insured by
an agency of the federal government.
Convenience of the account lets you
deposit and withdraw your money when
it is convenient for you. Paying your

bills by check, debit or by using a secure Internet program eliminates the
need to pay for money orders or taking
the risk of paying with cash. It also
keeps track of your spending habits
which helps you to adjust your family
budget when necessary. The direct deposit feature for your paycheck, retirement, disability or other income is the
best secure method to avoid loss, theft
or robbery. A good night’s sleep free of
worry is another benefit.
Eliminating Check Cashing and Payday Lender Fees puts money in your
pocket you would otherwise have lost.
Check-cashing stores charge a steep fee
for their service – anywhere from 2.5% to
10% or more of your monthly income. If
you cash two paychecks a month, annual
fees could cost you many times more
than your own secure checking account.
Additionally, money orders can cost up to
$3 each, making it even more expensive
just to get your own money.
Following these tips, and others to be
provided in future columns, will layout
the path to financial freedom and help
you jump over the financial hurdles
placed in your way.
Studies show that people with bank
accounts are more likely to save, move up
the economic ladder and achieve their
goal of financial security. NHS is here to
help as you take that first step.
NHS is a 501(c)3 non-profit HUD-certified housing counseling organization. All
Services are provided free of charge. Partners include the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Housing Finance
Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development
and the City of St. Petersburg. Sources for
this article include: FDIC Money Smart
and Bank on San Francisco.
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wake of the Civil Rights
movement, Crawford and
11 others sought equal
working conditions for
black officers and became
known as the “Courageous
12.” Eventually, their rights
did improve, as Crawford
and his fellow officers were
instrumental in effecting
change in the St. Pete Police Department.
Crawford went on to
join the federal government as the Florida Field
Director and worked as the
Mediator for Region #4 (Atlanta) for the U.S. Justice
Dept. Community Relation
Services Division. He also
served as Director of Corrections for Dade County
prisons in Miami.
When he accepted the
plaque awarded to him,
Crawford acknowledged
every member of the
Courageous 12 and also
added that one of his
“proudest contributions”
was when he advised a
young man who had come
to him seeking direction in
choosing a career path. “A
man by the name of Goliath
Davis,” said Crawford, who
urged a young Davis to do
whatever he could do “to
make a change.” Crawford
added proudly that Davis,
who would go on to become St. Pete’s first
African-American police
chief, “took that advice
wholeheartedly.”
Others on hand for the
festivities included Dr.
Michael A. Grego, Superin-


  
 

  

 
   
    
 

standards “Peace in the Valley” and “If I Can Help
Somebody,” which he said
was Dr. King’s favorite
song. Dr. King quoted the
lyrics of this song during
his “Drum Major Instinct”
sermon on Feb. 4, 1968,
where he also proclaimed
his momentous words:
“Yes, if you want to say that
I was a drum major, say
that I was a drum major for
justice. Say that I was a
drum major for peace. I
was a drum major for righteousness.”
Gospel recording artist
Derek Smith also performed, supported by a trio
of female back-up singers,
even stepping off the stage
and going into the crowd to
sing his uplifting selections.
Broadcast journalist
Trevor Pettiford of Bay
News 9 acted as master of
ceremonies and addressed
the crowd as the evening
drew to a close: “One thing
that I challenge you to do
on this weekend, is to
share your stories with
someone younger than
you,” Pettiford said. “Ten
years younger, 20 years
younger. Whatever that
story is, because that’s
how we pass it on. I remember my grandmother
telling me stories. Any
young person who doesn’t
know what the struggle
was, teach him. Tell him
about that struggle.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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tendent, Pinellas County
Schools; Councilman Wengay Newton and Sevell
Brown C. Brown III,
founder and national coordinator of the Gulf of St.
Pete National MLK Parade.
Brown praised Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., saying that
he “almost single-handedly
dismantled the wall” of segregation in America.
Clips were shown on
large screens at different
points of the night featuring
African Americans who
spoke about their struggles
during the Civil Rights era,
along with a video of Marvin
Gaye’s soulful rendition of
the national anthem at the
1983 NBA All Star game.
Renowned vocal artist
Wintley Phipps provided
entertainment by taking
the crowd on a “musical
journey through black history.” Phipps, who has performed for many U.S.
presidents, Nelson Mandela and even Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, sang
several heartfelt gospel
spirituals, some written by
slaves. These songs illustrated that even the most
profound oppression could
not entirely break the spirits of the downtrodden.
“How do you write
music like that with chains
on?” Phipps asked the
crowd at one point. “Do
you know how powerful
that is?”
Phipps’ booming baritone filled the ballroom
when he belted out the
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pathfinders: A journey into manhood Happy Workers at the MLK Parade
ST. PETERSBURG —
The tiny, orange-clad passengers boarded the big red
ship to get properly prepped
for their upcoming “cruise.”
Their first order of business
was simple – learning how to
wave at their fellow citizens.
These passengers were
students at the Happy Workers Learning Center in St.
Petersburg and they were
taking part in the annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. National Parade setting off
aboard their boat-shaped
float to greet their fellow citizens on Monday. However,
the children’s journey went
much deeper – their participation in the parade marked
the official launch of Happy

BY TOM PACKER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eta Rho Chapter- Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity in cooperative partnership with
the AKAdemy of Zeta Upsilon Chapter- Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority
works closely with a very
special group of boys that
exhibits high potential for
success.
The youth are afforded
many positive exposures
to successful people and
various events in the
Tampa Bay Area. The first
part of 2014 witnessed the
Pathfinders attending a social hour at the newly
opened Sylvia’s Restaurant. Here the boys were
treated to first class dining
and a motivational talk
from
the
proprietor,
Brother Larry Newsome.
The Pathfinder program believes that for
young men to be successful they must observe and

be part of success. January 11, during the
Pathfinders Boyz to Men
monthly educational series, the young men were
treated to “Straight Talk,”
conducted by business
man Richi Butler who
shared his personal life experiences. Butler‘s goal
was to have the boys understand that life comes
with ups and downs and
that winners always find

  

 

 

Workers’ 85th anniversary
celebration.
As they journeyed along
the parade route, many
Happy Workers alumni
waved and yelled that they
attended there as a child.
They also received greetings
from the parents of the current students at the center.
The learning center,
founded in 1929, is undergoing a renaissance. In addition to updating its
curriculum and facilities, the
center is working to remind
the community that it is still
around, going strong. To
that end, the Happy Workers
board is planning a series of
events this year to build
awareness about the learn-

ing center and encourage
community support.
“Our Board of Directors
is hoping that Happy Workers, along with other early
child care centers in south
St. Petersburg, can work together in the goal of offering quality early childhood
education,” said Maria
Scruggs, president and
chief executive officer of the
Happy Workers Board. “As
part of our 85th birthday
celebration, Happy Workers
will work with other child
care centers to encourage
and influence our community and community stakeholders to make an
investment in quality early
childhood education.”

ways to get back on their
feet when knocked down.
The event held at the
Enoch Davis Center was
exciting and challenging,
requiring the boys to participate at every juncture.
The ending topic focused
on consequences for ones
decisions. This produced
the most exchanges between Butler and the boys.
The workshop ended
amidst much exhilaration.
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Antwaun Wells: Active youth and business mentor
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
He has many favorite scriptures, but Antwaun Wells
decided Galatians 6:10
would best describe his
commitment to serving others. As it is written in the
King James Version: As we
have therefore opportunity,
let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who
are of the household of
faith.
Wells seizes the opportunity to serve as a mentor
and tutor to young people
and also promotes business-networking opportunities to help local businesses
keep their doors open.
As a father, a master barber at Esquire Barbershop,
located at 1125 22nd St. S.,
Project Manager for Wells
Builders, a mentor and
tutor and a servant of God,
Wells fit right in with owner
Tony Macon and the Esquire Barbershop family.
Macon and Wells came
up with the concept of ACT
Right, which is designed to
address both the economic
and social development of
our community. The concept for economic develop-

ment is based on three principles: Patronize local business, refer other people to
patronize local business and
encourage proprietors to do
good business.
“It’s important for our
community not just to be
beggars and borrowers, but
to strive to be independent
and self-sufficient,” Wells
said. “I want to help members of the community attain economic and social
empowerment.
The other component of
ACT Right is focused on social development and that’s
where the acronym ACT is
highlighted. “A” stands for
“attitude,” “C” for “courage”
and “T” for “talent.”
“Work on these principles will cause individuals
to be empowered and hopefully add something positive
to the collective and make
things better,” said the 1993
Gibbs High School graduate.
Wells feels that on a social level education is important and he wants to
help educate the community through tutoring and
being a mentor on building
character, morals and values.
“Through the ACT

Right program I go to Melrose Elementary and sit
and mentor students, some
who display behavior problems. I encourage them to
have respect for themselves
and others and to strive to
be their best. I am on-call
and try to get there at least
once a week, primarily on
Mondays,” Wells stated.
He’s been doing this
work for the past two years
and has observed positive
changes in some student’s
grades and much improved
behavior.
Economically,
also
working the concept of
ACT Right, Wells promote
the patronizing of local businesses by referring businesses
and
other
individuals to local busi-

Why celebrate the legacy?
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

A nation now celebrates the effort of one man, Dr. Martin Luther King, who joined
with the efforts of many people to free the shackles and minds of all people. As many
cities begin recognitions, parades, community service and banquets, how important is
it to celebrate the legacy of the Drum Major for Justice. I spoke to a random sample of
individuals in the community and posed the question, “Why Celebrate the Legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King? Here is how they responded.

Jamal Dutton
“It’s important to
remember what Dr.
King’s effort did to open
up opportunities for us
today. The fact that I
can go to college helps
to understand how
it happened.”

Dina Caines
“He is a man of integrity
who fought for our
rights. He opened doors
for us to walk through.
He represents power,
strength and integrity.”

Angela Newby
“ We celebrate the
life and work of Dr. King
for his contribution to
society. His peaceful
movement inspired
and changed the
hearts and minds of
an entire nation.”

Kelvona Huggins
“Dr. King fought for our
civil rights.”

Justin Smith
“Dr. King stood up for
the rights all people so
we should celebrate his
birthday.”

Demetric Randle
“He helped in many
ways in segregation.”

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

nesses that can meet their
product and service needs.
He also advocates that
businesses adopt good business practices. Some examples of good business
practices include good customer service, timeliness,
quality products and availability.
Every second Friday of
the month called Friday on
the Deuces, Wells promotes
a business network event.
There have been several
businesses
that
have
started up since they

started promoting these
networking opportunities
and over a dozen have benefited from their patronage
through the ACT Right advocacy.
ACT Right promotes different events such as
gospel night where different churches come together at one church and
business organizations set
up to promote their business.
“I envision for the future
that our schools will be all
“A” schools, church mem-

bership will increase and
that we’re less dependent
on government assistance.
In the future I plan to keep
doing God’s will, which is to
encourage others to ‘act
right,”’ Wells finished.
Not only is Wells a
proud father to his daughter Tajea, he is an active
member of All Nations
Church of God by Faith
where his grandparents,
James and Johnnie Lee
Williams, are the pastors
and who taught him how to
“act right.”




By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community engagement:
I’m a teacher, and I hate parents!
While browsing the Internet I observed an appalling set of blogs on
teacher -parent relationship entitled
“I’m a teacher, and I hate parents!”
After about a week of pondering and
research, I decided to share my findings
and thoughts.
First let’s consider three related
blogs:
I’m a teacher, and I hate parents!
•“Re: Good old times when the parents respected teachers, and when a
teacher complained about a kid, the parents spanked that kid.”
•“I am a teacher, and I hate arrogant
and stupid parents who think their little
delinquents are “little angels” and
“sweet kids.” Parents who always “take
the side” of their kids, and always think
their kids are right, and demoralize
teachers. Those parents are ruining the
world.”
•“The problem with most parents is
they want to be friends with their kids
and in so doing they lose all respect
from the child and the child can manipulate the parent into believing anything.
There needs to be a clear line drawn between parent and child.
Parents need to be shinning examples, but unfortunately most parents
don’t have a clue how to parent. Children are not being taught respect either
in school or at home. That being said,
teachers are not allowed to teach when
you have a system that requires them to
teach no creativity. They are pawns to
continue the dumbing down of humanity. If there were an ideal school, it
would be one that the computers and
shelves of materials are available for
hands on creative instruction.”
Solutions:
•Building positive relationships
One of the most beneficial aspects of
teaching is building positive relationships with parents. Effective parent and
teacher communication is essential for
a teacher to be successful. A good relationship between parents and teacher is
invaluable towards maximizing the time
that the teacher has with that student.
•Inform the child about the ongoing
parent/teacher relationship
A student who knows that the
teacher communicates on a regular
basis with their parents and who knows

that their parents trust the teacher will
likely put more effort into school. Likewise, a student who knows that the
teacher rarely or never communicates
with their parents and/or their parents
do not trust the teacher will often pit the
two against each other. That is counterproductive and will create problems for
the teacher.
•Transparency and Trust
Many teachers underestimate the
value of building relationships with their
students’ parents. Parents can be your
best friends, and they can be your worst
enemy. It is hard work for a teacher to
build trusting cooperative relationships,
but it will be well worth all the effort in
the long run.
There are good and bad teachers
and parents
Also a teacher family member said
“I remember as a student how I ran into
some bad teachers, and thank God my
parents stood up for me. However, at
the same time, I also saw the other side
of things since a family member of mine
is a teacher. There are in fact some bad
teachers, but truth be told, there are
some REALLY whack job parents too.
You should see the parents in McLean
Elementary, some of them swear they
can run the schools (I’ve personally
known of more than one case where
they had their way with the principal,
and entire school policies were changed
because of it).”
Consider this? The Child benefits
when both parent and teacher strive to
develop trust and positive relationship
due to weekly communication.
I know that significant improvement
can be attained because “we can do it
better together!” (families and schools)
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey serves
as President of the Parent Support For
Education Council, Inc., and Chairman,
JWB South County Community Council,
and may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net or 727-420-1326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m.,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg at the Resource Center, adjacent to Church. The
community is welcome.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MLK Day of Service highlights
From SERVICE, page 1

Bay Pointe Middle School

The L.I.F.E. organization held a
community fair for the
neighborhood. Many vendors were
on hand to provide services free of
charge from job services to tax
consultation, to massages to HIV
testing. The smell of food enticed
passersby to stop in and learn more
about the organization. Administrative Director Leila Wilson was there
informing people about the affordable transitional housing that the non-profit
offers to single adults and veterans so they can move rapidly and directly
into housing from the street or institution. For more information, please call
727-835-8809 or lifeorganization.us.

Bay Vista Church of Christ volunteers were busy sewing
blankets to take to the residents of Alpine Nursing Home.
This intergenerational sewing circle is called Naomi Circle and
both young and old had a needle and thread in their hands.
Not even Minister Lorenzo Pollard was exempt from the circle.
Projects such as this one are performed year round with
their Passing Gifts On class conducted by Sister Tess Harmon.
In these classes she teaches cooking, baking and sewing
so that these skills are not lost to time.

Stopping by Metro Wellness and Community Centers, our cameras
caught up with Chris Rudisill and a crew renovating their training room as
part of their Day of Service project. This room will be used by their youth
group, positive choices group, their senior elder group and other trainings
and events throughout the year. Executive Director Lorraine Langlois was
especially excited about the room being used as a safe haven for the
Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, Transgender (LGBT) youth. “I think once the word is
out, this will become a very meaningful space where youth, including those
bullied or homeless, will come and meet others in their peer group,”
Langlois said as she explained why the youth need a safe space
to be who they are and that schools don’t always provide such a space.
This project is an extension of services already provided to individuals at the
community center, located at 3251 3rd Ave. N. “This funding is a great
start and we are honored that the LGBT youth’s issues deem important
enough to fund. Hopefully, this MLK service project funding will bring
attention to the community, which will in turn attract additional or
future funding sources,” Langlois finished. For more information,
please contact Chris Rudisill at 727-321-3854.






“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ hosted a community fair that had
something for everyone. As the kids played in bounce houses and ran
around the large grounds,
parents went around to
different vendors learning
about how to be healthy.
The blood mobile was
there for donations of
plasma and ASAP workers
were there giving free and
confidential HIV/AIDS
testing. Vendors also
showed up selling their
wares such as Annie’s
Beauty Supply.

The McCabe United
Methodist community
garden saw well over
the amount of
volunteers Coordinator
Leroy Williams had
expected. Young and
old, they were all out
tilling the soil and
planting greens,
tomatoes and herbs
so that the surrounding
community can
have fresh vegetables
year round.

We caught up with Coy LaSister,
Emanuel Bolden and the Healthy Lifestyle &
Healthy Affordable Foods Access & Choice
Project at the First Avenue North Community
Garden in Downtown St. Petersburg. Along with
the community service volunteers of the
Assisted Living Gardens, Inc., they provided
bags of healthy fresh organic produce
purchased from Worden Farm to 17 families and
in addition they feed their healthy 15 bean
vegetable soup that he made to 49 hungry St.
Pete residents in need for Day of Service project.

The City of St. Petersburg showed up
and out for the 2014 MLK Day of
Service. Young and old, black and
white, rich and poor, Dr. King would
be proud to see so many people in
the Sunshine City answering his
question by their actions.

The Inaugural Jungle Terrace FUN Bowl was a huge success. The bowl blended two distinct
neighborhoods in a fun time together and raised funds to continue their long tradition of serving
young people academically with mentors and tutors, as well as coaches on the field and in
cheerleading. This year Azalea Bull Dogs faced the Childs Park Rattlers in three exciting games.
Even Mayor Rick Kriseman and Councilperson Wengay Newton stopped by to get in on the fun.
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Monday - Sunday
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2014 Leadership Awards Breakfast
From BREAKFAST , page 1

Angela Rouson, president of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the National
Council of Negro Women,
and incidentally the organization that held the event,
spoke after a brief excerpt
of Dr. King’s speech entitled “Where do you go
from here?”
“I’m concerned about
justice, I’m concerned
about brotherhood, I’m
concerned about truth,”
said Dr. King, his voice
echoing throughout the
giant room. A statement
Rouson believes still reflects on the lives of all citizens today.
Dr. King’s legacy and
the importance of his work
are now celebrated each
year on his birthday, a national day of service. His
teachings and principles of
nonviolence and equal
rights for all humans regardless of race, is the catalyst meant to bring
together the St. Petersburg
community and the message Rouson hoped to get
across.
“Today is a national day
of service, not a holiday,”
explained Rouson who encouraged those in attendance to rewrite the story
of African Americans for
the next 100 years. “Today
is about service initiatives
and programs promoting
interracial cooperation and
not just a day off of work or
school.”
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman recited the
question, “What are you
doing for others?” speaking
of Dr. King’s challenge to
all Americans to heed the
call of service and join hand
in hand with their family,
friends, and neighbors in

order to make their community a better place.
“Here in St. Petersburg
we have the opportunity to
harness that thought,” said
Mayor Kriseman, “to work
together to transform the
life and the valuable teachings of Dr. King into real
community action.”
Dr. King was committed
to his work, to bettering the
lives of others through
service where he hoped to
transform America’s way of
thinking. Quoting from
King’s Birmingham Jail letter written while he experienced
firsthand
the
injustice brought about due
to the color of his skin,
Kriseman surmised that
what affects one directly affects all.
“So it’s incumbent on us
to recognize the importance and the impact that
each of us individually has
on the collective whole,” he
said as he encouraged the
audience to take the opportunity to recommit as citizens and volunteer in
service to one another.
With the Day of Service
seen as a launching pad for
an entire year of giving
back, the mayor hopes that
by working together the city
and its citizens can create
economic
opportunities
through improvements in
education and financial literacy, in essence making the
city a better place to live,
work, and raise a family.
President and CEO of
Duke Energy, Alex Glenn,
took a moment to spout off
some statistics concerning
the African American population. Some good, some
not.
For instance, he stated
that in the last 50 years the

high school completion gap
has closed by 57 percent
and that there are more
than triple the number of
African Americans enrolled
in college compared to
when Dr. King was alive,
relishing in the fact that for
every African American
college graduate in 1963,
there are now five.
But Glenn pointed out
that there is still a disparity
when it comes to income
and unemployment among
African Americans.
“What good are all our
educational accomplishments and goals and gains
if you cannot transform
those gains into meaningful
and lasting economic empowerment?” he asked stating
Duke
Energy’s
intention is to keep dollars
spent in the communities
that they serve.
But the highlight of the
morning was when Delatorro McNeal addressed
the audience. A professional motivational speaker
and author of, “Caught Between a Dream and a Job,”
a book that guides its readers to find their dream as
they grind away in their
nine to five jobs.
His high energy captivated breakfast goers, instantly whipping them into
a frenzy over free giveaways of his book and inspirational CDs.
For the past 15 years,
McNeal has been transforming lives of people all
across the country and
through all walks of life.
From college students to
business executives, congregations to leaders
across the country, McNeal
has used his charisma to
motivate others to do more.

“If you want something
you have to go get it,” he
encouraged stating that
dreams can be achieved if
people go out and fight for
what they want. “But if you
just sit back and wait for it
to be handed to you, you
will never get what you
want in life.”
McNeal preached that
everyone has a purpose in
life and encouraged the
crowd to tap into their undeveloped potential and
give back to others through
their own unique qualities
and skills.
“You are not here to
drink up all the water and
eat up all the food,” he
pointed out. “You are here
to make this world better
than the way you found it.”
McNeal encouraged
everyone to find the king
inside them, a phrase he
holds dear since his meeting with Bernice King, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s
daughter, some seven
years ago. She urged him
to continue to raise the
standards not just in his
own city, but in the nation
and around the world. A
message he aimed to get
across at the Leadership
Awards Breakfast.
Awards were presented
to distinguished members
of the community such as
Sevelle Brown who received the humanitarian
award for his firm belief in
civil rights. Youth Educational Incentive Awards
were distributed to four
local teens, as well as the
Faith-Based Award, and the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Leadership Award.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Now playing: ‘2 Trains Running’ at the American Stage
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The American Stage rolled
out its production of August
Wilson’s “2 Trains Running” last night with veteran director Bob Devin
Jones conducting the way.
The seventh installment
of playwright Wilson’s Century Cycle, the play will run
from Jan. 22 to Feb. 23.
“This is my fourth play of
the Century Cycle here at
the American Stage,” said
Jones. “These are always
very enjoyable and are
learning experiences for
me.”
Set in Pittsburgh’s Hill
District in 1969, the acclaimed “2 Trains Running”
addresses the black power
movement, African-American migration and the
volatile atmosphere of
urban unrest.
“I think,” Jones explained, “the ‘60s in America were a very pivotal time
because people were actively involved. There was
the black power movement,
the ascendancy of the
Black Panthers, the ascendancy of Martin Luther
King and of Motown. Detroit was still a crucible of
creativity and commerce.
So this play speaks to all of
that.”
Jones thinks of August
Wilson as the American
William Shakespeare in
that his plays have a majestic sweep in their investigation
of
the
human
condition. And they’re very
specific, and that’s why
they have universal resonance.

Though this work is
only one part of the Century Cycle, Jones believes
the audience can enjoy it as
a stand-alone piece of work.
The story has a beginning,
middle and end, but it’s in a
context.
“Many of Wilson’s plays
take place in the Hill District, so quite naturally
you’re going to be referencing some of those. But you
don’t have to have seen the
play they did last year,
‘Piano Lesson,’ in order to
understand this play. Or
have seen ‘Seven Guitars.’
But it only adds to the experience if you have,” Jones
said.
Even though the play
takes place in the late
1960s, Jones believes it still
has
relevance
today,
namely concerning issues
such as fallout from urban
redevelopment.
“In this play one of the
characters, Memphis, is
facing eminent domain of
the city having purchased
these blocks, and they’re
going to tear his place
down. If they are going to
do it they are going to meet
his price,” said Jones.
St. Petersburg has seen
eminent domain destroy
the commercial hub of the
African-American community during the 1970s when
the interstate was built
through 22nd Street. In the
1980s when the Tropicana
Field was built, known then
as the Thunder Dome, it
displaced a whole neighborhood of affordable
housing. And the 1990s saw
many
homes
around
Bayfront Hospital moved or
destroyed to make the

medical complex larger.
Originally from Los Angeles, Jones has been a resident of St. Pete for almost
17 years. He came to direct
a play in February of 1997,
and met his partner here.
He then moved here in July
of that year. Along with
Dave Ellis, he co-founded
the Studio@620 over nine
years ago, where he is the
artistic
director.
Studio@620 has featured not
only plays but such varied
events as film festivals and
even painting exhibits.
St. Pete is nowhere near
the size of a metropolis like
his hometown, but he believes there’s an abundance
of talent and opportunity
here. “The talent is the
same anywhere in America—anywhere on the
globe. People who have a
particular talent for doing
anything are as much born
as created or are nurtured,”
Jones said.
Los Angeles is a big
city, but for a city of our size
he feels that St. Pete has an
enormous amount of creative opportunity in the visual arts, music and dance
arena. And he should know,
for he has written over a
dozen plays or performances since he’s been here
including a musical called
“Manhattan Casino,” which
depicts the legendary
dance hall of the same
name that opened in 1925
and was a center for St.
Pete’s African-American
community for many years.
But Jones wasn’t always
sure that he wanted to pursue a career in the arts, and
had rather humble beginnings in the theatrical

world. He was about 13 or
14 years old when he
landed his first job through
a summer jobs program at
the Performing Arts Society of Los Angeles. It paid
$1.35 an hour.
“I didn’t necessarily
think I was going to have it
as my vocation,” Jones said,
“because I thought I’d be a
history teacher or something like that. But then in
high school I did a play, and
I’ve been involved as a creative worker since the 10th
grade.”
Jones first started as an
actor then moved on to directing and ultimately writing. “Primarily that’s what I
do now—write and direct.”
he stated.
With such a long career
in the arts, Jones has had
the opportunity to work
with several notable actors,
including C.C.H. Pounder
(“The Shield,” “Sons of Anarchy”) on a project in Los
Angeles, and with Michele
Lamar Richards, who was
in the film “The Bodyguard.” Richards also
played the part of Althea’s
mother in “Manhattan
Casino” Jones added.
He has also collaborated with famed writer
Mark Medoff, whom Jones
called “a dear friend of

mine,” in the play “Tommy
J and Sally.” Medoff wrote
the renowned play “Children of a Lesser God,”
which received the Tony
Award and the Olivier
Award. “That was a very
good experience. It was an
invaluable collaboration
with Mark,” Jones said.
Jones noted that he has
worked with some of the
actors of “2 Trains Running” in previous productions, and mentioned that
several of them have been
in all of the August Wilson
plays the American Stage
has done. The cast for “2
Trains Running” includes
Alan Bomar Jones (Holloway),
Kim
Sullivan
(Memphis), Bryant Bentley (Sterling), Renata Eastlick,
(Risa),
ranney

(Hambone),
Cranstan
Cumberbatch (Wolf) and
Wilbert L. Williams, Jr.
(West).
And though “2 Trains
Running” may contain complex and serious themes,
Jones is quick to note that
this work has a comical
side and is appealing on
many levels. “It’s a remarkable and entertaining show.
This one is humorous,
there’s a lot of love and
there’s a lot of heritage and
there’s a lot of hope.”
Check out the advertisement to the left on this
page, and call the American
Stage box office to reserve
your tickets today!
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ZORA! Festival: It’s that time
of year again
Amiri Baraka: Years ahead
of his time
By now most of us have read or
heard about the passing of poet, playwright and political activist Amiri
Baraka, aka LeRoi Jones. He died on
Thurs., Jan. 9 at the age of 79.
Even though Baraka was years
ahead of his time, he died far too soon.
His was a strong voice for African Americans. He was a mover and a shaker, and
there are many more existing problems
he could and would have helped to resolve on our behalf.
As many who knew him personally,
I’m proud to say that Baraka was not
only a personal friend of mine, growing
up as crazy, mischievous kids in
Newark, N.J., but we also attended
Howard University, Washington, D.C. at
the same time for a couple of years.
Because of our connection, and the
fact that most of the major media will
comment mainly about Baraka’s literary
achievements and his political activism,
I thought I would write a short blog
about him from a different perspective;
more on the order of him being an allaround “nice guy.”
Let me tell you a few things about
LeRoi. Yes, that’s what many of his old
friends still called him even after he
changed his name to Amiri. His parents
were card-playing friends of my parents.
Our fathers belonged to the “Student
Council of Newark,” a men’s club that
would meet at the Bridge Club for
drinks and to socialize.
About once or twice a year they
would host a picnic, dance or boat ride,
which would be the talk of the town.
Baraka and I were overjoyed when we
became old enough to attend these happening events.
Jones was also a fashion style setter.
As a teenager and young adult he
dressed collegiately. He was one of the
first guys that I knew who wore “white
bucks” shoes. In the summer he would
don his light cord suit, sometimes sporting a bow tie, which of course, he would
have tied it himself.
On one occasion, while attending a
neighborhood wedding, I remember
how some people were upset because
Jones was wearing dirty sneakers with
his cord suit and they didn’t think it was
appropriate. He could have cared less.
He was setting a future style and they
were completely unaware. Nowadays,
it’s commonplace to see on television
during the Globe Awards or Academy
Awards entertainers wearing sneakers
with tuxedos; how times have changed.
At Howard University, everyone
knew LeRoi Jones and had no idea that
someday he would be known internationally as Amiri Baraka. He could
make you laugh and was quick to mischievously respond to a comment no
matter what the subject. When the
weather was nice, it was not unusual to
see him playing chess with fellow students Danny Hall or A.B. Spellman.
This was also the time when we were
just becoming jazz enthusiasts; however, Jones and A.B. were far more
knowledgeable and every so often they
had to clarify something about a tune or
jazz musician. In fact, in 1993, at one of
the last Soul Food Dinner & Jazz events
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm promoted at the
Howard Inn during homecoming weekend, he agreed to recite an original
poem “Miles Davis.” I have his entire
performance on video.
For the last few days, I have received
emails from mutual friends and Howard
U classmates of Baraka. Here’s what
several of them had to say:

Dr. Lucius Earles sent two emails,
the first one said: “My recollection of
Amiri Baraka was prior to his transition
to a poet and writer; more with his antics on HU’s campus with Charlie, the
water boy. Later, it was most interesting
in his recitation of his writings at our
HU Homecoming Celebration at the
Howard Inn. Other than that, I had minimal personal contact with our hero, and
found out just in the last few years that
he was apparently a seminal figure in
the land of “Rap.” Walk easy, one day at
a time.
The second email said: “Heard the
news on the Tom Joyner Show yesterday - - but thanks for keeping me in the
loop. Out of school, I first became
aware of AB/LJ while in the military. A
young white corpsman, R. Clark was his
name, sheepishly asked my opinion of a
magazine article by our hero. The title
of the piece was ‘Charlie is a Fag.’ I assured RC that he shouldn’t take the
piece to heart, and we moved on to
other thoughts. Was thinking about the
past and that the last time I saw LJ was
at the Howard Inn at one of our post
homecoming game celebrations. Those
were some very good times while they
lasted.”
“Got the sad news yesterday. There
goes one of Our Giants from back in the
day aka LeRoi Jones. As with the
recordings of our musicians…so with
the writings of Amiri.” — Dr. Art Symes,
New York
“Rick … I guess my show with
Baraka will become a bit of history.
Thanks to U.” — Arbra’s Retreat &
Wellness Center
“My sister called yesterday and said
she just happened to see the notice in
the newspaper. He was a giant and I feel
taller just for having known him! The
ranks are getting thin. — Dr. Dudley
Gill, L.A
“Thanks for the note, Rick. Of
course, there was not one word in the
local daily. Still “It’s Nation Time.”— Dr.
Jessica Cabness, St. Pete
Jessica, hope this article serves the
purpose. Amiri Baraka will be sorely
missed!
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback?
I would like to hear from YOU! You may
visit my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or
email
me
at
jazzjamm@aol.com.

      

EATONVILLE — For a
quarter of a century, the list
of artists attending the
ZORA! ™ Festival read like a
who’s who List of contemporary culture. Ruby Dee and
Ozzie Davis, Danny Glover,
Dr. Maya Angelou and Jeffrey Osbourne are but some
of the celebrities who have
attended the ZORA! Festival
over the last two and a half
decades.
This year’s Silver Anniversary Festival promises
to
be
as
equally
exciting. Scheduled guests
include actors Lynn Whitfield and Avery Brooks, the
well-loved band Maze featuring Frankie Beverly, Haitian
American Author Edwidge
Dandicat, Spoken Word Poet
and Activist Sonia Sanchez
and comedienne Chaunté
Wayans.
Several festival favorites
will return this year, including the HATitude Brunch
Party and Live at Center
Stage.
Maze featuring
Frankie Beverly will perform
on Center Stage at 3 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 1.
Festival organizers have
also added a new element to
the schedule, patterned after
the popular Slow Food
Movement, which promotes
local cuisine and traditional
methods of food production.
At
several
occasions
throughout the Festival, the
public will be invited to learn
about local agriculture in
Eatonville, sample traditional
cuisine and experience
Southern hospitality.
The ZORA!™ Festival
celebrates the life and work
of 20th century writer, folklorist and anthropologist
Zora Neale Hurston; her
hometown, Eatonville, the
nation’s oldest incorporated
African American municipality and the cultural contributions people of African
ancestry have made to the
United States and the world.
The mission of the Association
to
Preserve
Eatonville
Community
(P.E.C.) is to enhance the resources of Eatonville, to educate the public about the
town’s historic and cultural
significance, and to use the
community’s heritage and
cultural vibrancy for its economic development.
The Festival, also known
as the Zora Neale Hurston
Festival of Arts and Humanities, was originally a threeday symposium created to
delay Orange County’s plans
to widen the main road

through the historic town of
Eatonville into a five-lane
highway. The last study
commissioned by the predecessor of Visit Orlando, on
cultural tourism in the region, indicated that the
ZORA! Festival today is one
of Central Florida’s largest
annual cultural events, generating more than $450,000
in economic impact every
year, and attracting tens of
thousands of visitors to Central Florida.
Tourists come from all
regions of the U.S., and from
as far away as Russia and
Japan for the 9-day festival in
Eatonville and across Orange County. A follow up
study on the economic impact of the Festival will be
conducted this year.
The Presenting Sponsor

for ZORA!™ Festival 2014 is
Orange County Government
through the Arts & Cultural
Affairs Program.
Major
funding is also provided by
these Community Partners:
Florida Blue; Harper Collins
Publishers, InGlur Inc,
TeKontrol Inc., UCF, Office
of the President; UCF College of Arts & Humanities,
the Zora Neale Hurston Institute for Documentary
Studies, Visit Orlando and
the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Inc.
The Festival schedule is
available online at www.zorafestival.org. Information
about individual events can
also be obtained by following
the Festival’s social media
profiles on Facebook and
Twitter, or by calling 407647-3307.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




 




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for January 2014

Jan. 25 - Deaconess Meeting beginning at 9:00 am with
Bible study and Business
Meeting at 10 a.m. New
Member Fellowship Dinner
at 4:00 p.m. for all Members
who joined in 2013. All ministry leaders are asked to attend.
Jan. 31 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn

Pastor’s Corner

“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.

people towards Christ. We
are offering a free, two-day
exciting Evangelistic Workshop. Participants not only
learn how to use their own
experiences to stimulate opportunities for sharing the
good news, but are also
taught a simple and easy-toremember way of expressing
that good news - clearly and
effectively. They are also
shown how to lead an interested inquirer to Christ and
to remember the importance
of encouraging ongoing discipleship. Most importantly,
workshop participants have
their passion to reach unsaved families, friends and
neighbors rekindled. Everyone is welcome to attend both
sessions.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

First Mt. Zion

All are invited to share
with us in this week’s activities.
Sat., Jan. 25, 9 a.m. - 2
p.m., the Fundraising Committee will be sponsoring a

fish fry. Come out and enjoy a
delicious hot fish sandwich.
Sun., Jan. 26, 4 p.m., the
Unity Choir will be hosting a
musical program.Choirs from
various churches will be pres-

Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.
One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college
is in your future please join
College Prep 101, held the 1st
& 3rd Tuesday’s of each
month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!

S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship
experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7 p.m. Dr. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, invites you to
come and share in the study
of God’s word - The Gospel of
Mark, Chapter 11 - BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As
You Walk With The Master
Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712. Telephone
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

ent. You are welcome to join
us in lifting the name of
Jesus.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd Street South. Rev.
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should

Yahweh Sabbath means …

Pastor’s Corner

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.
Mark you calendars:
Jan. 17-18: FMBC New
Year’s Evangelistic Workshop. Fri., Jan. 17 at 7 p.m.
and Sat., Jan. 18 at 10 a.m.
with breakfast. Leaders: Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor, Dr.
Quovadis Thomas, Pastor of
Moncrief Missionary Baptist
Church, Jacksonville, FL.,
Guest Facilitator. The S.H.I.P.
want to increase the number
of conversations that lead

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Am I good enough?
Often times as individuals we find ourselves asking this question. Am I
good enough? We struggle with being good
enough mostly because
media has dictated that unless we look like Ken and
Barbie dolls then we’re
probably not good enough
to be seen in magazines,
on television, billboards,
or any other media outlet.
However, as individuals,
we have the incredible
power to decide that we
are, in fact, good enough.
We are the ones who
whole the key to our selfworth, which governs
what we do.
In order to achieve the
feeling of being good
enough, we must first believe it. When we make the
choice, we become the decision maker and we’re
back in power. If we
choose not to do so, then
no one else is able to do it
for us. Therefore, remind
yourself that when you
feel imperfect, you have
made the decision to be
imperfect.
Psalms 134:14 reads: “I
will praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully
made; marvelous are your
works, and my soul knows
very well.” In the original
Hebrew text, the word
‘fearfully’ means: with
great reverence and heartfelt interest and respect.
The word ‘wonderfully’

means: unique and set
apart. No wonder the
psalmist explodes with an
exuberant praise. He realizes the great love and
concern that went into his
unique and very individual
creation, which makes us
a master piece.
When the enemy begins to make us feel unworthy, unwanted, and
unloved, we can speak
boldly and declare that
“we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God
has prepared beforehand
that we should walk in
them”. The word ‘workmanship’ comes from the
Greek word ‘poiema’ and
the word signifies a work
of art brought forth by an
artisan. Our English word
poem and poetry stem
from this word, which
makes us God’s poem,
that’s right, we are poetry
in motion. We are a genuine and unique work of
art produced by the Master Himself.
Just as a poem has
meter, rhyme, rhythm,
beauty and meaning, so
our lives are meant to reflect the beauty of God’s
love. This is to be uniquely
expressed through our individual characteristics,
which have been carefully
selected for us, that we
being set apart unto Him
that we may fulfill the purposes of God on the Earth.

As a result, when the
enemy causes us to feel
that we are not good
enough, we can remind
him that it was God who
chose Noah, and his resume stated he was a
drunk, Jacob was a liar,
Moses had a stuttering
problem, Gideon was
afraid, Sampson had long
hair and he was a womanizer, Rahab was a prostitute, David had an affair
and he was a murderer,
Elijah was suicidal, Jonah
ran from God, Naomi was
a widow, Job went bankrupt, Peter denied Christ,
the disciples slept through
prayer, Martha worried
over everything, the
Samaritan woman was divorced more than once,
Zacchaeus was too small,
Paul was too religious, and
Lazarus was dead.
In-conclusion when we
feel as though we are still
not good enough, Jeremiah 1:5 reminds us that
“Before I formed you in
the womb I knew you, before you were born I set
you apart; I appointed you
as a prophet to the nations.” Therefore since
God formed us and knew
us, let us lay aside every
weight (thought), and sin,
which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us. Peace and
Blessings!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The new faces of the SCLC
From SCLC , page 1

SCLC and commented on
the unique makeup of the
packed hall.
“Everyone stop and
look around the room,” he
said. “Look at the diversity.
It’s an ‘I have a dream
speech’ come true.”
Beginning on a journey
filled with good intentions
and the spirit of helping
others, Copeland sees the
local chapter of the SCLC
as a key component in getting information out into
the neighborhoods around
the city.
“People see what we’re
doing and hopefully it will
resonate throughout the
community,” he said pointing out that political lines
are becoming intertwined
as Republicans mixed with
Democrats at the early
morning breakfast, all in
the name of helping others.
“They don’t’ see color
or party lines, they just see
people that need help,” explained Copeland as he reiterated how much of the
organization’s efforts this
past year have been due to
outside donations and good
deeds from members of the
local community.
Like Toriano Parker.
President of the SCLC,
Parker too is proud of their
first ever leadership breakfast which aims to be the
starting point in rebuilding
the SCLC which has sat
dormant for nearly four
years.
“An opportunity came
for us to revitalize it, to get
it back to where we wanted
to get it,” explained Parker.
“I just can’t tell you how
overwhelmed I am to see
the support from our community.”
Supporters like James
Flynn,
the
Southside
lawyer, who was awarded a
service award for his efforts in helping the organization in a variety of ways,
such as the recent donation

of a car to the SCLC, so that
they may give seniors rides
to gather groceries or attend doctor’s appointments.
Ann
Sherman-White
played mistress of ceremonies at the leadership
breakfast chiming in with
insightful words urging attendees to prolong the
spirit of the day and continue volunteering their
service throughout the
year. One way she suggested was for the community to focus their efforts on
strengthening the SCLC.
“With every movement
there must be action and
with action there takes people,” said Sherman-White
who invited the crowd to
get information about how
they can make a difference.
“We have to have the community involved. We need
your input, we need your
ideas, and we need your
strength.”
As the D.J. played inspirational tunes, breakfast
goers took a break to partake of grits, home fries,
eggs and a variety of delicious eats served buffet
style and catered by Rush
Hour Chicken and Waffles.
But when the plates
were scraped clean and the
forks lain down as stomachs became full, you could
hear a pin drop as those
being honored took the
stage, their inspirational
stories breathing life into
the “Can do,” attitude the
SCLC and Martin Luther
King Jr. himself hold dear.
“Jacobi Boykins is a
young man who has every
excuse, every excuse, to be
a failure,” said Lakewood
High School Basketball
Head Coach Anthony
Lawrence as he presented
Boykins with the MLK
Youth Award.
Raised by a single mom
who is hearing impaired,
along with a slew of other

circumstances, the cards
seemed to always be
stacked against him succeeding. But Boykins was
still keeping his head afloat
and remained in the running to play ball on the college level.
Until an unfortunate accident just last year caused
those cards to fall.
“He got in a car accident
and broke his neck,” said
Coach Lawrence as he
praised Boykins for remaining strong. “He’s fought
through it and became an
honor roll student.”
An honor student averaging 27 points a game and
who just signed a letter of
intent to play basketball
next year at Louisiana Tech
University. And when the
extensive applause finally
died down, the SCLC continued to honor others.
Community Treasurer
Vonda Wynn was presented
with the SCLC Role Model
award for her diverse history in serving the community and her commitment
to the betterment of young
women.
Emotions ran high once
again though when Lisa
Wheeler Brown was presented the award for her
work with women struggling for justice and equality.
“When my son was
murdered nobody wanted
to tell what they knew,” she
said as she challenged the
packed room. “If you see an
injustice or anything going
on speak out. It’s that time,
this is our community.”
Radio Host Personality
Denise Parker Wright with
WXRB received an award
for her generous and giving
nature throughout the holidays, providing toys to
needy children and food to
families.
And when John Hopkins Middle School Principal Barry Brown was

handed the microphone to
accept his award, he had a
story to tell. He spoke of
losing everything as a
teenager to bad decisions
and hanging with the
wrong crowd.
Gifted at basketball,
Brown had stars in his eyes
as he dreamed of getting a
division one scholarship
and heading to the NBA.
But a stint in jail caused
him to lose it all.
“Everything was taken
away, everything,” he explained to the hushed
crowd. “Rock bottom is an
amazing place. That’s
where you get a chance to
recognize what friendship
is.”
And it was those friendships, his family, and his
faith, which guided him
through. And with every
new obstacle, Brown began
to see the route his life was
meant to take…helping
children.
The morning came to a
close with Jeff Copeland
earning the 2014 Humanitarian Award for his work
in the community, whether
it be through the SCLC organization or of a more personal nature. Known for
giving out change at gas
stations, feeding families
and contributing in a monumental way at every event
he works at, Copeland is
seen by others throughout
the community as a man
with an overflowing heart.
“It’s about the people,
not me,” said Copeland
humble to the bone. “I love
people. I don’t care if your
white, black, purple green,
if you’re people I love you.”
A perfect sentiment to
honor Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s legacy and close
out the first annual SCLC
Leadership Breakfast.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

